
English 4 
Distance Learning Assignments 

Week #3 (May 4- May 8) Due 5/15/2020 
 

Teacher: Mrs. Sprecksel 
 
Student Office Hours 
Zoom Meeting: Monday-Friday, 2:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Use this link/ login information to join the 
meeting. It will be helpful if you have completed the day’s work prior to the meeting.   
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/97308304330?pwd=Y2s2akpmcVRkSUlxU0NsYVg1cGlDQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 973 0830 4330 
Password: 4m2eWQ 
 
Email and/or phone appointments: Monday-Friday, 2:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.  
 
Directions: 

 Complete each assignment listed below.  

 Assignments are listed by day, but you may work ahead if you choose. 

 Assignments should take no more than 30 minutes per day. 

 If you are able to participate in the Zoom meetings, please have the work for the assigned day 
completed prior to our meeting time, that way I can better help you with any questions you may 
have about the work.  

 Assignments are graded and worth 6 lessons each (30 lessons total). 

 You must earn at least 60% on each assignment in order to receive the lesson credits. 

 Write neatly. 

 Please staple all work together. 
 

 
This week we will be working with a short selection from Willa Cather’s novel, O’ Pioneers! 
Monday 5/4 
1. Journal Response 
2. Vocabulary Activity 
 
Tuesday 5/5 
Read and annotate O’Pioneers  (StudySync p .455). Use the Annotation Guide W.S.  
 
Wednesday 5/6 
 Answer the Think and Focus Questions (StudySync p. 460-461) 
 
Thursday 5/7 
Compare and Contrast Activity 
 
Friday 5/8 
Writing Prompt 
Graphic Organizer  
Final Copy 



Journal Response 
Directions: Use the space below to answer the following question:  
Describe your life now compared to what it was like before the Coronovirus caused our country to 
lockdown. Does what you are experiencing mirror what is shown on the news? How? How not?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary Activity 
Directions: Use a dictionary (book or online resource) and write a definition for each vocabulary word 
listed.  
 

Vocabulary Word Definition 

 
foreclosure 

 

 
demoralized 

 

 
prairie 

 

 
phenomenon 

 

 
homestead 

 

 
sheathed 

 

 
indignantly 

 

 
musing 

 

 
shrill 

 

 
cross 

 

 
 
 



O’Pioneers 
 
*This selection may be a little difficult to understand. If you have the StudySync book with you, please 
make sure to read the introduction.     
 
It is also helpful to read this before you proceed: 
 
Connection of Ideas - This excerpt is taken from two different parts of the novel and depicts different 
characters and situations, so readers may struggle to draw connections between the two passages in order to 
draw conclusions about the themes of the novel. A brief summary of the novel's plot may be beneficial to 
these students. For instance, tell students that Carl, Alexandra, and her brothers, the Bergson boys, are 
second-generation pioneers struggling to maintain the farms established by their parents. 
 

 
Annotation Guide W.S. 
 

1. Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions about. Enter your questions as 
annotations. 

2. Highlight at least one passage that connects with something you already know and use explain the 
connection. 

3. Highlight the key characters in the excerpt and use the annotation tool to provide a brief description 
of what you know about them. 

4. Highlight the key descriptive details in the passage and make annotations that explain how they help 
you visualize the setting. For example, Highlight: "The settlers sat about on the wooden sidewalks in 
the little town and told each other that the country was never meant for men to live in; the thing 
to do was to get back to Iowa, to Illinois, to any place that had been proved 
habitable." Annotation: This helps me imagine barren farmland that used to be fertile. 

5. Highlight vocabulary words and explain what you think the words mean based on how they are used 
in the text. 

6. Highlight any additional unfamiliar vocabulary. Make predictions about the meaning of these 
unfamiliar terms. 

7. Highlight two examples that show how the characters react to life on the prairie. Explain what their 
reaction says about that character. 

 

 

 

 

 



O’Pioneers 

 

 

 



 
O’Pioneers 

Think and Focus Questions 
Directions:  Answer each question with complete sentences. 
 
Think Questions: 
 
1. Highlight and annotate pieces of textual evidence from Part I, Chapter IV that suggest many settlers wished 
they hadn't moved west. Do these details support the inference that no one should have moved to the 
frontier? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
2.  Based on details in Part II, Chapter V, what can readers infer about the relationship between Carl and 
Alexandra? Cite textual evidence in your response. 
 
 
 
3.  How does his observation of Marie and Emil make Carl feel? Considering Carl's remembrances of 
Alexandra, why might his observation of Marie and Emil make him feel this way? Support your response with 
textual evidence. 
 

 

4.  Use context to determine the meaning of demoralized as it is used in O Pioneers! Write your definition of 

"demoralized" and tell how you arrived at it. 

 

 

5.  Use context to determine the meaning of indignantly as it is used in O Pioneers! Write your definition of 

"indignantly" and tell how you arrived at it. 

 

 

Focus Questions 

 
1.  In the excerpt from Part I, Chapter IV, how does the image of the men sitting on wooden sidewalks 
contrast with the concluding statement of this excerpt? What conclusion can you draw about Cather's 
attitude toward the setting based on this comparison? Highlight textual evidence and explain your choices. 
 
 
 
2.  How does sound add a layer of meaning on top of the imagery in Part II, Chapter V? Highlight three 
examples of sound and analyze the effect of the imagery. 
 
 
 
 



3.  Analyze how the setting relates to plot and theme. What is the significance of the dawn in Part II, Chapter 
V? Highlight textual evidence and explain your choices. 
 
 
 
4.  Compare and contrast the role of women in O Pioneers! and The House of Mirth. What daily tasks are 
women expected to do? How do the men in their lives treat them? Highlight textual evidence to support your 
response. 
 
 
 
5.  Recall the unit's Essential Question: How have the literary movements of the last two centuries affected 
us? Willa Cather's realist novels of the Nebraska prairie introduce readers to a place and time and make them 
feel as if they were there—experiencing firsthand both the place and the strivings of the characters who 
inhabit it. Highlight details from the excerpt that helped you imagine what it was like to live on the Nebraska 
frontier in the nineteenth century. Do contemporary authors paint as clear of a picture of what life is like 
today? Why or why not? 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 



O’Pioneers 
Compare and Contrast Activity 
 
Directions:  Read the model below and answer the questions that follow. 
 

 

 



 

 
Questions 
Directions: Answer the following questions with complete sentences. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



O’Pioneers 
Writing Prompt Outline  
 
Directions: Complete the following outline below.  
 
Prompt: Write an argument in which you state whether the Bergson boys should stay on the prairie or 
leave for Chicago. Support your writing with the arguments for and against life on the prairie that are 
expressed in the selection, and use your understanding of setting to formulate your claim. Cite textual 
evidence in your response. 
 

Main claim: The Bergson boys should / should not leave the Nebraska prairie because: 
 
 
 
1. A challenge of living on the prairie is: 
 
 
 
Textual Detail #1: 
 
 
 
This detail helps develop the setting because: 
 
 
 
Textual Detail #2: 
 
 
 
This detail shows how difficult life in Nebraska is because: 
 
 

 
2. A benefit of living on the prairie is: 
 
 
 
Only true pioneers can appreciate this benefit because: 
 
 
 
Textual Evidence #1: 
 
 
 
 
Continued on the next page 
This detail helps develop the setting because: 
 



 
 
 
 
Textual Evidence #2: 
 
 
 
This detail shows how good life in Nebraska can be because: 
 
 

 
3. Overall, the text suggests that the Bergson boys are / are not true pioneers because: 
 
 
 
Textual Evidence #1: 
 
 
 
This detail helps develop the character of a true pioneer because: 
 
 
 
Textual Evidence #2: 
 
 
 
This detail helps develop the character of the Bergson boys because: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



O’Pioneers 
Final Copy 
 
Directions: Use the information in the outline to compose your final draft here. 
 
Prompt: Write an argument in which you state whether the Bergson boys should stay on the prairie or 
leave for Chicago. Support your writing with the arguments for and against life on the prairie that are 
expressed in the selection, and use your understanding of setting to formulate your claim. Cite textual 
evidence in your response. 
 


